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-backﬂround ofa busy amme terminal;]
the scepie was played opt in-a matter
of seconds. A young woman who had
just’ landea at"John ¥y Kermedy air-~
port in:New York was approached by

R B get hurt,” the m:m sald then
meued into the crowd. ;-
& The“woman was tne ﬁancee of an
'FBI agent assigned to investigate the
‘raurder of Orlaqdo Letelier, a cabinet
‘ministerin the  depcsed government
‘of Marxist: President. Salvadore ‘Al+
Jende-of - Chile:. Letelier was kxlled
Septs21-when a bomb exoloded in his’
amomobxle on Wasmn vton s Embas-
S)ROW
“The threat 'cld tr;° FBI a great deai
ahcut the k.llers they were seak.na.
_" Leteher was murdered by members
$o"a group ‘sophisticated endugh:. to

‘signed to.the case, to.place him under’

surveillance, to"determine the identiz* Score with Letelier without' embar-'
-Tassing “the’ United "'Statés, " so” the’: -

ty of his fiancee, to learn her.travel

‘plans and to pick her out of a crowd.}

-In short,”an organization. with an ef
fective intelligence z2pparatus.
~That’ doesn’t’ prove who killed Le-.
telier, of course. But it could rule out
‘most nonpolitical motivés. The killer

‘apparert}y was not an individual mth :

“a personal grudge.’
‘The-FBI has a o]
Vork full-time oh the rase in Wash—
ington, New York, Miami and perhaps:
other ‘cities, according to sources. fa"'
‘miliar with the- mveshaatxon
'."Thxs is a big case, like a blg kid=;
naping,” one source said. ‘There are a
lot of people'working on it.”. ;

paru;ina&m inthe investigation, =iz n

.flom the- Letelier case’or somebcay1

< .

Two ‘possible” theones-—-boih still
nproved—~have emerged. One is thub
(Letelier was killed by agents.of the’

“other is that he was: murdered by
sright-wing Cuban terrorists, -

! So far, there have been no arrest
“Although the FBI has'been reluca:
tant-to discuss the case, it is under=-
:stood that U.S. officials were shaken
} by the murder, which seemed to have.
~been'planned as a dehberaLe msult to
"the United States. :.* 7w 27 2 g
“The 44-year-old’ "former’ dxplomaf
as killed when a charge of C-4 plas- ;

floorboards -of his auto, Also killed:
‘was a U.S. citizen, Ronnie K. Moffitt,
25, a colleague of Letelier’s at the Tn-,
_stitute for Pohcy Studies,a left-lean~

. of the Netherlands to withdraw a $63
“million develepment credxt Chile had
‘been seeking. -+ :

“tic.oxplosive_detonated wnder the fwas sharply critical of Letelier before ]

ing Washington think: tank.” Mrs,
~Moffxtts husband Michael, was a‘so~
m the car but was not seriously hurt.,

ind out the name of an FBI agentas-<y

-2 R death, Let !
Thé CIA afso is understood to be ’-t‘aﬁ eath; Letelier said that he was’
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“tant® embassies in- t‘le capxt"l’when
-the bomb exploded. :

+&1F the killers had wanted to souie 4

“theory goes, they could have used a
neans which would not have endan-
‘gered two Americans and they could
_ﬁaVs e picked a less sensitive Jocation. "
-\ Lelelier served as forelgn mlmster
and defense ministef in the Allende
éovcmrrent He also was ambassador. !
© "‘Washington. Before his death, Le-?
Aelier,was an enemy of the mxhtary
‘inla of President Augusto Pinochet
~WHich overthrew. Allende’s - electcd
“g8vernment on Sepl. 11, 1973,

+3. Letelier was arrcsted by. Lhe Junla
ﬁﬂé‘day the ‘Allende government was
-8¥erthrown. :In an_interview*. with
‘Plavboy magazine made public afte'

n from his cell by a firing squad
%%t for some reason was spared at the'

t minute. After spending one year |
4 Chilean prison, he was permitted

2 “Letelier ‘was driving along Massa~ !
,cnusetts Ave, near:the most, impor-;

:tofleave the country.. He had been a-
mcmber of the staff of {the Institute-:

_ the bombing. It could have, been des*

STAT

'f.for Pohcy Studlea smce hc was rc _' h

Ieaaed from prison. - -
Only 11 days belore L°tehet was'

present government of Chile.. The’ 'leled the Pinochet government puo-ﬂ
;- lished an official decree revomng the’}

-Chilean citizenship of the former casi
“binet minister for allevedly conduct~ i
“ing -““a publicity campaign {o obtaxr; 1

polmcal -and culfual xaolatlon
_Ch\le." e

The decrec <pecmcally blar ed Le |
telier for persuading the government

4
]

+ The comrolled fpress m'Cthe ale |

-his -asgassination. ‘But the Pinochet,
govemmcnt denied that it was implis:
_cated in the killing, which n called an

5 “atrocious act of terrorism.”

“The day after Letelier was killed,
. iwo’ Santjago néwspapers suagesied
“in edeorxals that the assassination
-would be used to rekmdie an interna-<:: A
“tional” campa,en of hatred aga.nst, :
Chﬂe sy L5 3‘

- U.S. ofhmals dxscourage <pccu!auon

that the Pinochet government played :

- a part in the murder. The Washington® A

-Post. quoled informed sources Cdi‘llCl‘ A
tms month as saying that CTA Dxrec-
“tor George Bush. believes' it would
“have been counterproductive for. the

qunta to have committed such a crime.

“Letelier's colleagues at the instilute 2
sald that. less than two weeks before
rhe died, he told them he had received.;
*a letter from a source in Chile report- ;

‘ing that the junta had debated whet :

“er or not he should be killed, <

“According to the-letter, Leuelxer

‘said, a moderate faction opposed to
:his assassination won the debate over:
;those who contended that he shoul
ibe eliminated. :
X 0ne. assocxate s id. ;
‘the Jetter with: hxm at all: times 103
protect the name of the person Who
’wrote it.This associate said the letter§
wlas not ‘with. Lételier's ‘effects afters

“stroyed in the blast or it could have,
Ibeén impounded as pobsxble evxdence
:by police or-the FBL %
¥+ The FBlis understood to be actwe- ;
‘ly investigating the possibility. ‘that’]
‘right-wing Cuban exiles may have:
‘been involved. In recent years, exile
groups—mcludmg .velerans :of > the?
Bay of Pigs invasion and of the CIAS

hacked - eftart to assassmatc Cuban:

onfnued
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